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Dear Chairman. Doyie,-Chéirmaﬂ Baram and members of the General Law Committee
RE: HB5149

f have a story about a job that ! bid and did nat get. My bid-amount was $560.000.00
After many wéeks of alternate bids, .ad,d%endums and finat bids the job was awarded to a Contractor
for $800,000.90. | was told by the architect that all the bidders had the same qualifications and
hac excellent references. The homecwriers had been to see homes that each of the bidders had built,
As | told the Architect, who | know wel, | could not build this job for my wife far $800,000.00.

Ayear later the job was not finished and | got a cali from the architect. The original contractor

had completed about 80% of the job and vanished into thin air, After some research:bythe
hemeswners and the architect it was Hearﬁed that the contractor was a painter who wanted tobe a
contractor. Me built a:nice website and portfolio-with beautifui“pictures. The house he took the owners
1o see as a reference was a painting customer that he had helped cut by providing some additional
workers to do some trim work, That customer gave a blanket statemelﬂt that “He is responsible for all
the beaat‘if:ul woil you see jnmy h.ouse.” His elient probably thought he was showing the paint }Zsb not
the house construction.

My point is had there been a licensing requirement the architect and the homeowner would have not
been as easily focled. The only way to really separate myself from someone with: a lof of smoke and
mirrors is 2 license test. | truly believe this contractor would not have been shie o passthe test, from
what i learned afier the fact.

Thank vou,
Jim.Carpenter HICH 0565832



